


























































My Chelsea / Sol Golden Sato

WHAT DO YOU LOVE 
ABOUT CHELSEA?
Chelsea made me an artist. 
I originally came here for a 
job interview – I didn’t like 
the job, but I did like the 
area. So I stayed, renting 
rooms all over Chelsea, and 
I discovered how strong 
the creative community 
is here. You can go into 
any local pub and bump 
into a writer or a rock star. 
There have always been 
artists here, and I find that 
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places don’t change their 
character that much. You 
breathe all that history in 
without even being aware 
of it. I began to spend 
more time on my art, and 

before I knew it, I was a 
Chelsea artist. 

TELL US ABOUT 
YOUR WORK?

My art is political and 
philosophical, and at the 
moment I’m inspired to 
make work that highlights 
the rights of children. 
I enjoy working in my 
community, for example 
with local young people, 

to make art more 
accessible. I want 

Old Church Street] and at 
the V&A. I’m thinking of 
doing something inspired 
by the American painters 
who lived and worked here, 
including John Singer 
Sargent on Tite Street.

WHERE DO YOU 
SPEND YOUR FREE 
TIME?
I’m a big fan of Chelsea 
FC, so I love going to 
Stamford Bridge. I also 
love browsing the Worlds 
End Bookshop – my studio 
is full of books! When I 
first came to Chelsea I was 

suffering from anxiety 
and burnout, 

and I spent a 
lot of time at 
mindfulness 
groups. The 
people I met 

reminded me that 
art helps you get 

in touch with yourself 
and express what you’re 
going through. 

Road, and I’ve been taking 
advice from him for more 
than 20 years.

WHERE DO YOU GO 
FOR INSPIRATION?
The one place that has 
been most crucial for my 
development is the Chelsea 
Library [Chelsea Old Town 
Hall, King’s Road]. Not 
everyone knows that many 
London libraries specialise 
in certain areas, and the 
Chelsea Library specialises 
in fashion and art. If 
you go into the reference 
section, you’ll find every 
resource you could need 
on photography, 
painting, fashion 
and sculpture.
 
WHICH 
CHELSEA 
ARTISTS 
INSPIRE YOU?
I recently went to see 
Whistler’s paintings at the 
Chelsea Arts Club [143 

them to feel confident 
walking into places like 
Saatchi and the V&A.

WHERE DO YOU GET 
YOUR ART SUPPLIES?
Green & Stone [251-253 
Fulham Road] is a go-to 
– if I have a question they 
can always answer it. My 
local Ryman [345 King’s 
Road] is also a great 
resource. The guy who 
runs it used to have an art 
supply store on the Fulham 
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